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breaker3 or any trap that kills them makes them the certain prey of ants (the foe of every naturalist). It is difficult to trap in the Yamen highlands. There are so many nocturnal beasts of prey, such as civet cats and hill foxes, that a live captive creature has a poor chance, and you probably lose trap and all, while a dead specimen is an ant-eaten horror by morning.
Mammals are scarce in the better-cultivated districts of Yamen, partly owing to the large population, the bulk of which is armed with weapons of precision.
The sportsman will find mountain-hare among the tamarisk, on Sanaa plain, and its smaller, lowland cousin on the inland edge of the Tihama. Chinkara or ravine gazelle occur on the inland plateau, but are scarce and wild.
Ibex are far to seek, and need not be looked for except in thinly-populated mountain districts, particularly toward the south-east. They have ceased to exist in central Yamen.
Conies are found at mid-altitude among the rocks. Leopard and lowland gazelle have already been mentioned.
Baboon range the less frequented slopes at 6000 feet or so, and make well-organized raids on any crop that takes their fancy.
The outraged husbandman seldom gets within effective rifle-shot, past their vigilant outposts. Men credit them with human cunning,, and recall the Koranic quotation that cites God's sentence on the sabbath-breakers of Ailah, " Be ye apes and wander wild."
Among the terraced fields, stones are often piled in the rude semblance of human form, and when the crops are ripening, a watchman sitg with loaded rifle, in a loop-